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COOPERS TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE

Coopers was successfully re-designated a Specialist Technology College in 2010. Our
Technology status is something that we are incredibly proud of. It helps us to raise
standards of achievement and quality of learning in design and technology, science and
maths for all learners, across all abilities.

It involves us working in close partnership with other schools and our community, which
provides us with exciting opportunities through curricular and extracurricular activities
available to all. Coopers has been a Specialist Technology College for over eight years.

This has enabled us to have:

e Cutting edge machines, such as a | aser <cut
access in lessons and during enrichment

« S TduMthat enables students to enter Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths

competitions

 Brand new electronic simulation software

. Regul ar competitors in the annual young ¢
Regional Heat in 2009

e Regul ar competi ti onoslsimfciencaand Teahrolgy Gifted and a | S

talented challenges

We have:

e Developed a programme of dedicated | earnin
understanding of science and technology

. Il ntroduced ,words of t he thatanepkoVe student bteraeyd t o
across the curriculum.

. Devel oped and innovative Learning Gateway

and governors
e Healthy School Status
* Hosted regular Science and Technol ogy f amil

Within our local community we have:

e Provided Microsoft Digital Literacy cour se:
* Hel ped the Kent Glinéaheddevelepaneleskills vid tloeir gva secucen
website

* Provided a speci alodalptimarg schoelstc grombte taaching and t
learning

. Enabl ed some of our seni o rlinecaodmeguianly use/ ther e s i ¢
internet

e Shared our facilities and expertise with M
basis

T apanrtim competitions organised by the Chislehurst Society

s Provided equi pment a nigltoenable spacralstgomject o | oc al :

Throughout the college you will see that our investment in ICT is clear, to ensure that all
Coopers students access technologies that will create a better future today.
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Curriculum

Organisation

To facilitate a deeper learning experience, our curriculum runs across a 2 week timetable
with 95 minute lessons. In addition to this we have 7 subject focus days across the year
where students immerse themselves in specific themes such as:

Forensics

World at War

Global Warming
This is to enable students to develop skills that are of value in the workplace which
include:

Teamwork

Problem solving

Empathy

Communication

Key Stage 3

Key Stage 3 covers the first 2 years of secondary education — Years 7 & 8 (students aged
11 to 13). Students in these years study:-

English, Mathematics, Science, Technology, ICT
French, Music, Drama, Physical Education,
PSHE, History, Geography, Religious Education and Citizenship

At the end of the Key Stage, students are assessed in the subjects they study and their
levels are reported to you.

There is also a comprehensive Learning to Learn Programme delivered through the
Personal Development sessions.

Key Stage 4

Key Stage 4 covers Years 9, 10 & 11 (students aged 13 to 16) and at this stage the study
requirements are more flexible and some choice of subjects is possible. Most students
take 9 or bate aBECEE btlser qualifications such as BTEC and the new
Diplomas have been introduced. Subjects include:

Art History
Business Studies Law
Citizenship Mathematics
Drama Media Studies
Electronics Music
Engineering PE

English (Language and Literature) Performing Arts
French RE

Food Science (Double or Triple Award)
Geography Spanish
Graphics Sport
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Key Stage 5 (Sixth Form)

In Key Stage 5 (years 12 and 13) students are able to study A2 and AS level courses,
BTEC"s and an NVQ course in Business Admini si
of courses with us. Subjects include:

English Physics Geography

Mathematics Chemistry PE

Further Mathematics Biology Systems and Control
Economics Human Biology Art (Fine and Graphical)
Law Business Studies Philosophy

Psychology History Music / Music Technology

Please visit our website to see the complete list of courses on offer.

Extra Curricular Activities

A wide range of additional activities is offered after College and at weekends. See section
on Enrichment.
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English
Your questions answered:

i Wh at sort o f w @srthere mnta tgypicalpEndishecl a s sr oom? 0

I t “lvays @usy and purposeful. A whole gamut of
teaching methods is in use in the English classroom,
ranging from didactic, teacher-led lessons to role- play,
debating, Socratic discussion, the use of interactive
whiteboards and the teaching of literature through a
variety of teaching and learning styles. Students will
study the three components of English: speaking and
listening, reading and writing.

Students are encouraged to look at the standards they
have achieved and see where they need to go in terms of
progress. All lessons are focussed on a particular
Assessment Foci and teachers will guide students in how
they need to work and what they need to do to make progress.

Our standards are high - we expect the best - and students are given the confidence to
succeed in all aspects of English.

i Wh at d o c¢ Hor Bpkakina and lostening?0

We encourage students to speak up and express ideas and opinions, with the emphasis

on developing reasoned and researched statements, and in furthering their thinking
through talk. The s or t:giving preparedaptesentatiandrusing g o
ICT, taking part in debates, role-play activities and simulations. Effective oral
communication is a vital component of English and is an essential skill that students will

need once they enter the world of work. We have taken students to KS3 debating
competitions where they are consistently highly placed. KS4 and KS5 students are

involved in a public speaking course led by Speakersbank. We feel that this ability to
communicate effectively is so important for developing students into mature, quick-

thinking and sensitive young adults. This is also worth 20% of the GCSE English course!

~

ADo you correct spelling and grammar error s ?c«

Yes. Clear, correct writing is the basis of success in English and an integral part of the

Nati onal Literacy Strategy. Someti mes a sec
for correction and across the college five key areas of accuracy are always corrected.
Students are expected to be equipped with a dictionary and spelling/vocabulary notebook

for corrections and vocabulary extension work. We al so have , Words
are promoted and embedded in all subjects across the College.

We have a strong focus on spelling and our T
Spelling Bee competition last year were very successful. There will be further Spelling
competitions throughout this year.
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AMy child doesnét read at home. How do you

Independent reading is vital to success, not only in English but in every area of the
curriculum and is a skill which students will need in their future lives. Research shows
that this is the single most important skill which affects success.

Last year saw the opening of a new College Library Facility which allows all Year 7
students to spend time during English lessons and PD enjoying the range of books and
therefore improving their reading. Year 7 students also work on the Accelerated Reader
program which is an online quiz program that has been acclaimed by schools nationally.
We are also revitalising a Sixth Form Reading Partner programme where Year 12 and 13
students are paired up with Year 7 students to share reading and help students gain
confidence and stretch their appreciation of literature. A full reading list is available on the
College Website and is updated regularly with suggestions for new titles. Year 7 students
also all receive a free book through the Booked UP Books for schools scheme which
offers exciting and interesting books for students of all reading preferences and abilities.
We have authors and poets visiting and will be running a Literacy Fortnight in the Spring
term.

English lessons for Years 7-9 ensure students read a wide variety of types of stories and
plays, as well as poetry and non-fiction. Some of the texts will be modern, some pre-20"
century and some reflecting diverse cultures and traditions. We are particularly
successful at enabling children to see that they can like reading and that it does not have
to be a difrMfg’cudastantdi Mme.or i

How i s the Collegeds Technology Status wused |

All English classrooms are equipped with an ACTIVboard which teachers often use during
lessons. We have a new dedicated computer suite, installed in autumn 2010.

The skills and qualities associated with the technology status are all to be found in English
e.g. creativity is at the heart of our work and collaboration is a key feature of all English
lessons.

Using the whole college policy of highlighting a specific word every week is also integral to
our work in English.

iHow mhombworki s expected?o0

This is set every week. Tasks vary from private reading to research or a written piece of

work. Students are expected to read regularly at home for enjoyment and to help widen
their vocabul ary. Khearomilnqn'e ifsacal ways , &AM |
continue their learning at home in most subjects, including English.

Respect, Responsibility, Co-operation, Honesty, Achievement and Fairness



Media Studies

A2 and AS Media Studies are taught within the English Faculty. This is a hugely popular
course which engages and builds upon student :

In Year 12 students study the contemporary media landscape and develop practical
media productions skills. Students are expected to sit a written examination at the end of
the year as well as producing two linked
practical production pieces.

At A2 students build on their AS skills to
look more fully at the contexts of media
production and consumption — why as well
as how texts are created as they are.

Coopers also offers BTEC qualifications
equivalent to 4 GCSEs at Key Stage 4 and
1 or 2 A levels at Key Stage 5. These
professional qualifications provide students
with the knowledge, understanding and
skills to enter the media industry, with
courses covering video, print and
advertising production.

We now have two new media suites that
have industry standard Apple Macs using
the latest software exclusively for our Media
- students. Every media student has the
opportunity to develop skills valued by
g employers.
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Mathematics

A typical mathematics lesson at Coopers involves a range of activities and strategies to
ensure teaching and learning is personalised; enabling all students to make progress in
their mathematical understanding. Pair and group work are regular features of the
classroom, providing students with opportunities to share their methods of working and
understanding. There is an emphasis on student centred learning through practical tasks
and investigations, which relate to everyday situations. These lead the students to
discover mathematical concepts for themselves and highlight how the mathematics they
are learning relates to the real world. The faculty is
well resourced with interactive whiteboards in all
classrooms and a selection of e-learning resources
including My Maths, Sam Learning, ACTIV teach
and Maths Watch. All of which students have full
access to, in and out of College, and are encouraged
to use on a regular basis. In addition to this we have
a set of laptops which can be used in the classroom
to assist student centred investigations and
interactive learning.

We are extremely fortunate to have a Higher Level
Teaching Assistant based in the faculty who specialises in small group intervention work.

At Key Stage 3 students follow the same curriculum; differentiated to meet their needs.
Teaching and learning is focused in the traditional areas of Number, Algebra, Statistics,
Geometry and Measure, with an emphasis on the Key Processes and Skills (which
include being able to analyse, interpret and evaluate mathematical situations). These are
the necessary skills which enable students to confidently learn mathematics and apply
their mathematical knowledge to situations in real life. The aim of this is to ensure that
students make advances in their mathematical knowledge and can function
mathematically in society. Learning and teaching in in this way is designed to support the
students for the new style GCSE they will undertake when they reach KS4.

Throughout KS3 student progress is tracked according to the APP criteria, through
homework and in class assessments. The information this provides is priceless in
assisting teachers, students and parents in
highlighting student
supporting them in the areas they need to
develop further.

At Key Stage 4 students follow a modular
GCSE Mathematics course, which enables
us to break down teaching and learning into
smaller bite size chunks to help the students
achieve their full potential. The GCSE
course focuses on developing the Key
Processes and Skills from KS3 into
Functional Skills, which will enable students
to function competently, effectively and
independently in their future lives.

In 2010 56% of Coopers Students achieved A*-C grades in GCSE Mathematics.
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Science

Science can help us to understand the world around us and to develop problem solving
and practical skills. It is an essential core subject here at Coopers and is studied by all
students to GCSE | evel. AL eWwe oaire st ddremad sn d
science qualifications are highly regarded by employers in business and industry. Young
people without a good understanding of science are disadvantaged in our society today.
Core science provided students with the skills and knowledge to adults in the 21 century.

In our next Dedicated Learning Days in Science students across the College will take part
in events such as;
f Murder in Lomax. I n this event students
forensic techniques such as finger printing and chromatography.
1 A day out at the science museum with a visit to the IMAX for a 3D underwater
experience.

of work and will sit their assessment exams at the
\ W= . end of Year 8. The students follow the National
7 programme of study which fully supports the
theme that science is all around us. At the end of
each topic there is a topic test where a level is
assigned. Assessment for learning strategies are
used in all lessons so students are aware of the
level they are working at and how they can
progress to the next level. Practical work is
incorporated into all topics taught in year 7 and 8
to allow students to get hands on experience and
learning in science.

\,\;,.«/:/ 5 1 In Years 7 and 8, students follow a KS3 scheme
y - -

. ‘." ’/

. iz

The new science KS4 curriculum aims to make
science stimulating, exciting and relevant to
students. As a Specialist College we expect all
students to have a sound scientific understanding
by the age of 16 so that they are not
disadvantaged in society. Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 have a range of personalised
options to suit their requirements. Core Science, Additional Science or separate Biology,
Chemistry and Physics GCSE"s, are on offer depending on their Scientific aptitude. In
addition this year we have introduced the Level 2 BTEC certificate, extended certificate
and Diploma to students following a more vocational route.

All science lessons are taught in specialist
laboratories in the science block. The lessons
involve scientific inquiry, discussions, problem
solving, data logging with computers, using
interactive software, learning how to handle
apparatus and chemicals skilfully and safely,
utilising video resources — as well as
traditional teaching methods.

We find that many students at Coopers see
science as thought provoking, interesting and
useful. Typically our Post 16 physics,
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chemistry, human biology or biology students have gone on to pursue careers in
medicine, veterinary science, forensic science and aeronautics.

Provision has been made for our Gifted and Talented students in the past and continues
to be developed each year. Students are encouraged to make use of the science fiction
library set up in the department and have been adding their book reviews to the Learning
Gateway. Enrichment days throughout the year will be used to involve students in
extracurricular activities as well as giving them an opportunity to visit Universities or get
further insight into careers and areas of science they are interested in.

Students are activpkedibhve@&€bopdrenveglrgsewhoBu:
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Technology

Technology is taught to all students in Years 7 and 8.
These students study a core curriculum that is
recognised nationally. It is the aim of the Technology
Faculty to give all students the opportunity to develop
high-level designing and making skills using a broad
range of materials, components and tools including our
computer aided manufacture (CAM) machines and laser
cutter.

Coopers” Technol ogy tb takewdartt y
in a government initiative to develop progressive ways of
teaching design skills to students in Years 7, 8 and 9. At
the end of this pilot sche
(HMI) completed a progress review and praised the
Faculty for the quality of its teaching and learning.

In KS3, students are provided with the opportunity to
work in all of the following topic areas:

1 Food

1  Electronics

1 ICT and CAD/CAM

1  Graphics

The Food Technology project in Year 7 provides students with an introduction to nutrition,
safe and hygienic practice in the kitchen and practical cooking skills. This project is
largely based on the Licence to Cook scheme, which has been developed with the
support of the British Nutrition Foundation and students are given the opportunity to make
a number of food products including, Fruity flapjacks, pizza toast, and carrot cake.
Coopers require parents and carers to contribute to the cost of the ingredients provided.

Electronics helps students to develop an understanding of electricity, electronic
components and electronic products. Students make an electronic circuit and then
include within a product. Industrial plastic manufacturing processes are one of the
methods students use to make their products to a high standard.

ICT and CAD/CAM is used within projects to help students to develop the knowledge and
skills relating to this topic. Students learn how to use ICT and CAD (computer aided
oo = design) to draw and communicate ideas and use CAM
o= (computer aided manufacture) to make vinyl graphics.
Students have access to both dedicated computer suites
and laptops.

. The Graphics project also includes using basic resistant
materials. Learning how to work safely with a range of
. hand tools is an important feature as well as learning the
necessary design skills to help them communicate their
ideas.
Coopers® Technology Faculty be
provide students with the opportunity to develop and
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extend their design and technology skills outside of the classroom. We feel that
extracurricular activities and the visits that we organise allow students to challenge
themselves and fulfil their potential as technologists and young people. An example of
such activities is our current enrichment club which offers students the chance to design
and make a radio (including soldering components correctly following a diagram and
creating a casing for the radio to go inside). Coopers has also been successful in many
cooking competitions. For example, 3 students have made it through to the Final of the
Young Chef competition, with Celebrity Chef James Martin judging the winners.

In Year 9, students can start to specialise in a particular area of Technology. KS4 courses
are currently available in Electronics, Food, Graphics and now Engineering
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Business Education

Coopers is fully committed to providing students with the opportunity to achieve the
relevant academic and work-related skills required for a future in the world of work. The
Business Education Faculty is, by its very nature, geared to delivering these skills and
qualifications.

The first opportunity to study in this
Faculty comes at Key Stage 4 with
Business Studies GCSE, Law
GCSE and Finance. The faculty has
also introduced the BTEC Workskills
Certificate at level 1 (GCSE D-G)
and level 2 (GCSE A*-C). In all
courses students are required to
work as a member of a team and

: learn through demonstrating
business skills. We have also introduced the Institute of Financial Services (IFS) courses
in Personal Finance at Foundation, Intermediate, Certificate and Diploma Level (this
equates from pre GCSE to A2 Level). This provides excellent practical information on
how students can manage their money, whilst studying things such as Tax, National
Insurance and budgeting.

~v

Economic and industrial understanding is covered across the curriculum and within
Personal Development Education at Key Stage 3.

The Faculty has developed some exciting new opportunities for students, primarily at Key
Stage 5. Two year courses are available in A2 Level Business Studies, Law, BTEC
Business Subsidiary Diploma (1 A Level) and Diploma (2 A Levels) and also Finance up
to Diploma Level (A2).

Throughout the Faculty, students are taught through a mixture of traditional teaching
methods and activity based learning using business case studies and group work. The
Faculty frequently draws upon the business community by arranging visits to, and
speakers from, industry and commerce.

Our students are equipped with the necessary qualifications and skills required for
success in the business world and employers regularly confirm that we are meeting their
requirements.
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Creative Arts

Art

There is a thriving Art Department in the College. Students are given a variety of creative
and absorbing projects to explore and their inventiveness and hard work is celebrated.
Our supportive and stimulating art environment encourages students to develop their
artistic potential and enthusiasm to the full.

At Key Stage 3 we aim to guide our students in building on their art and design experience
at Key Stage 2 by developing their technical skills and their understanding of the work of
artists and designers in different cultures. We encourage students to be aware of the
visual world around them and to enjoy creative activities.

Work is mostly based on projects and students are encouraged to research and develop
their ideas both at College and at home. Students are expected to complete independent
study to support their classroom activities and to provide further opportunities for artistic
development. We explore themes such as letterforms, the expressive use of colour and
colour theory, portraits in an ethnic context,
contemporary artists, cities and scale, relief landscape,
construction and pop art. We aim to creatively
introduce our students to a variety of artistic and
8 cultural experiences.

Students will use various media including paint, print,
sculpture, IT and mixed media. However, the
department places a strong emphasis on sound
drawing skills and the use of a sketchbook to record
information and develop ideas. The department
provides opportunities for students to participate in
extra curricular art acti vit
where students will work on collaborative projects. We
also run a highly successful weekly, evening life-
drawing class for the Sixth Form. Students are able to
participate in trips to art galleries and other places of
interest.

The Art Department is well resourced, having four art
studios. We place considerable importance on displaying students' work in Art and
around the College. We also have use of the mac computer room for students to use
Photoshop to explore art and digital media.

The course we offer at GCSE is Art and Design (Unendorsed). At AS/A2 Level, students
study Fine Art or Graphics and Photography. We have very good results with a high
number of students gaining places at art colleges such as Chelsea, Ravensbourne,
Croydon, Camberwell, St. Martins and Maidstone.
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Drama

Coopers is proud of its excellent reputation for drama
and College productions. Our examination results are
consistently higher than the national average. The
number of students opting for GCSE, A/S Level and A2
Level Drama is rapidly growing and is a popular subject.
Our excellent examination results at AS/A2 and GCSE,
makes us leaders in the delivery of high quality drama.

At Key Stage 3, students studying drama will be required
to work in small groups to present improvised and
rehearsed work to small audiences. The emphasis is on
imaginative role-play based around a wide variety of
topics with some opportunities to explore texts.

We offer GCSE Drama and A/S and A2 Level Drama
and Theatre Arts for students who wish to develop their
drama skills. Students are given many opportunities to visit theatre productions both
locally and in the West End. We believe that such visits are crucial in helping to broaden

one" s knowl edge and understanding of t heat

professional directors, actors and theatre companies who regularly visit Coopers with
touring productions and workshops for our students.

Coopers offers an excellent range of opportunities for students who wish to perform or
become involved in other aspects of theatre production. We have a dedicated full time
Creative Arts technician, with specialist knowledge in lighting equipment and design.
Students are given the opportunity to learn from, and join, our student-led backstage and
technical teams. They are then taught how to operate our professional standard sound
and lighting equipment.

Students from all years can join the Coopers Theatre Arts Company, as part of the
Enrichment programme which works towards a large production each Christmas. With
primary school performance projects and summer cabaret shows the department and
students are busy creating high quality performance work. Students can also work
towards the arts award qualification for any extracurricular work they do. Recent shows
include; AJoseph and his Technicolor Dreamcoat by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim
Riceband this year AOlivero by Lionel Bart

I n addition to whole College productions
examination performances to invited audiences.

Many Coopers students have achieved success by joining The National Youth Theatre
and appearing in West End shows, on television and in films and have had recent success
in the field of TV Drama and Television lighting. We also have students who successfully
complete theatre-based degree courses at a variety of top universities.

We are proud of what we can offer students

parents support and get involved in our productions and join us on our theatre trips. We
provide a full and exciting programme of dramatic events throughout the College year.
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Music

Coopers is proud of its excellent reputation in music and consistently high quality musical
ensembles. We have excellent examination results, which are above the national average
and we actively encourage every student to be involved in music making of their choice.

To this end we have a comprehensive
instrumental tuition scheme in which a large
number of students are involved. This
encourages active music making in the
classroom as well as superb extra-curricular
performances. The latest in music
technology systems is used to facilitate
students creating their own music including
PCs with Cubase and other score-writing
software, sequencing keyboards, drum
machines, synthesisers and multi-track
recording equipment.

All Key Stage 3 students are given exciting opportunities to take part in a programme of
activities that build on the knowledge and skills they already possess. Students work
individually, in pairs, in groups and as a whole class to create performances of their own
compositions to small audiences. Through listening, composing and performing in a
variety of styles, students enter into a complete experience of music, discovering all that it

has to offer. They learn how to evaluatethei r own and ot hers® worKk
into account new and more complex musical ideas.

Tasks such as creating a remix track, composing a 12 bar blues piece, putting together
the incidental music for a film clip and writing and recording pop songs are all included in
the Key Stage 3 programme.

We offer GCSE, AS and A2 Level Music as well as AS
and A2 Level Music Technology for students wishing to
extend their skills later in their College careers. The
number of students opting for these courses is growing,
and we regularly attract high-class musicians from other
schools to join us in Key Stage 5.

Coopers has a fine and exciting tradition of extra curricular
music-making that is extensive and wide-ranging. These
range from a popular Rock school, Jazz Band and also
the Choir. Public concerts are given every term by the =
Col l ege® s mu s iandanformel everasrsiich a&s s @
, Musicfest®™ showcase.indiuvi
Woodwind, brass, string and percussion players begin in
the College Band where their skills and confidence
develop as they work with the senior players. Any Year 7
to 9 student may sing in the Junior Choir and all
instrumentalists are strongly encouraged to join to develop
their overall skill. The more experienced musicians and singers join the Senior Choir
which is one of the few four-part SATB choirs in the Borough. We are excited at the
prospect of Coopers having our own steel pan groups. The new pans arrive at the end of
September and we anticipate many pan groups taking place. There are end of term
concerts at Christmas, Easter and Summer as well as annual carol singing in The Glades
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to raise money for local charities. Our musicians have been on tour in Italy, Germany,
Paris, Holland and Spain.

There are many smaller groups which also sometimes rehearse in College. For example

a number of rock bands, percussion combo, guitar ensemble, many of which are
organi zed and rehearsed by students. Last
groups from various year groups performed, was a huge success raising over £600.

Dance

Dance is a powerful, unique form of communication and social interaction that can change
the way pupils feel, think and act. It brings together intellect, feelings and enables
personal expression, reflection and emotional development through movement. As an
integral part of culture, past and present, it helps pupils understand themselves and relate
to others, forging important links between the home, school and the wider world. The
teaching of dance develops pupils' ability to compose, perform and appreciate dances
through observing, discussing and actively exploring a wide variety of dance styles.

Dance is offered as part of the curriculum at KS3 as part of the PE curriculum, further to
this, students can study dance in BTEC Performing Arts Level 2, and also for GCSE,
AS/A2 level Dance. We have an experienced specialist dance teacher who is an AS and
A2 examiner for both the practical and written areas of Dance. We offer numerous
extracurricular dance activities for girls and boys. The dance club offered to all students
runs in partnership with the Royal Academy of Dance and the Jack Petchey foundation

, Step into Dance® progr amme. Thi s provi des
throughout the year at borough events. The boys street dance club is very popular and
were invited to perform at London"s Sadler"®
year.
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Humanities

The Humanities Faculty is a team of innovative
practitioners committed to maximizing student
attainment through personalised learning. The new
system of pathways has allowed the Faculty to
review the curriculum and put in place a key stage 3
that focuses on skills development and success
through further study of the Humanities subjects to
GCSE and A Level.

The National Curriculum 2008 is entitled New
Opportunities: A Curriculum for the Future. The focus is to move away from a content-
driven curriculum to one that emphasises personal development and transferable skills; to
enable young people to be:

» successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and achieve
« confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives
* responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society

Fast-Track, Accelerated and Core pathways are taught discreet subjects: Geography,
History, Citizenship and RE. Students in the Foundation pathway follow the integrated
Humanities course, Opening Minds is is a skills based approach to learning focusing on a
series of investigations encompassing History, Geography, RE and Citizenship. All
pathways focus on students developing a wide range of personal learning and thinking
skills that they will need in order to be successful adults in the 21°' Century that will enable
them to be life-long learners.

Fast Track and Accelerated

Year 7 Curriculum

The Fast-Track and Accelerated curriculum follow the same themes, with changes made
to the teaching and learning of the content, both pathways will develop the skills needed
to complete a GCSE course in Geography and History.

Autumn Autumn Autumn 3 | Autumn 4 Autumn Autumn
1 2 5 6
History The Politics: The| Changing Changing Trade,
What is | Development| role of the Britain: Britain: Why | colonisation
History? of political individual How has has Britain | and Industry
power Britain changed?
changed?
Geography | Why live in Why do A thorny How do | Future Floodg EcoTourism
Chislehurst? people issue should rivers ¢ How can

migrate? | we buy roses change the| we protect
from Kenya?| landscape?| ourselves in

Britain?
What is The 6 main | One Church| The Sikh | Introduction The Islam
Religion? world Many Dilemma to Islam Project
religions Branches
Citizenship | Identity and| Refugees. Human Animal Impact of Our impact
the local Rights. rights water on the
community. dilemmas. | disasters. environment.
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Year 7 Core Curriculum

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
What is The Romans | Life in Problems | Reraissance | Images of
History History? Medieval facing and an Age-
Britain Medieval | Reformation | the Tudors
Kings
Geography, Chislehurst Who do you | Should you Rivers Flooding: Where
Detectives think you are? | buy a Why does should you
gt Sy aX Bagladesh | goon
rose? suffer so holiday?
much?
RE What is Introduction Introduction | The Sikh | One church | The True
Religion? to the 6 main | to Islam Dilemma | many Meaning
world religions branches of Islamq
Linked to
ELP
Project
Citizenship| Our local Identity and Child labour. | Humans Impact of the | How to be
community. multicultural and tsunami on green.
society. animals. | LJS2 LJ S
lives.
GCSE

part

of the
qualification.

English

Students begin their GCSE study in year
9, with History students completing a
Bridging year, enabling them to develop
the skills they have been working on in
Key Stage 3 to enable them to be
successful at GCSE level. In Geography
they begin to focus on the Geography
GCSE course and take a field trip to
practice their field work skills for the
controlled assessment task. Students will
need to opt for Geography or History as
Baccalaureate

Both History and Geography are popular and successful subjects at Coopers. The History
GCSE course follows the Edexcel Schools History Project course, students complete
courses on Life in Germany 1918-1945, Medicine and Treatment and Surgery 1850-
present day with a controlled assessment on The Impact of war in Britain. The Geography
GCSE covers the AQA specification and currently students study: coasts; tectonics; rivers
and population. Students can then choose to further their study of Geography and History
at Key Stage 5, where they also have the opportunity to choose Citizenship, Philosophy,
Psychology and Sociology at AS and A2 level.
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Opening Minds

Opening Minds is delivered in Years 7 and 8 and includes all the key Humanities subjects
including Geography, History, RE and Citizenship. We also have strong cross curricular
links with English and Drama.

Through the studying of Opening Minds our students have the opportunity to follow the
National Curriculum in an interesting and innovative way and are able to gain and develop
the skills they need to thrive in the real world.

Each project the students complete is assessed using

the National Curriculum guidelines, together with the

Opening Minds Competen c i e s ; ., The B5R
Resilience, Reflection, Resourcefulness and

Refl ection) . The 5R" s ca

student planner and every student who has studied

Opening Minds so far is able to use these to achieve

both academic and personal success.

Some of the projects the Year 7 students will undertake during next year will include the

,Chislehurst Discovery Trail® where students
and geographical context. They will visit local places of worshi p when studyir
Church, many Branches® and design and buil d

research current charities and create and deliver their own charity campaign. This year
the Year 7 students wused t heanddeéndingtheir oarstrpi st
to Greenwich.

Various projects across Year 8 include the opportunity to run their own election campaign
while looking at people and politics. They assume the role as detective investigating the
grizzly murders of Jack the Ripper in Victorian London. They also take on the challenge of
making their own volcano model whilst looking at days that shook the world.

The investigations focus on a theme per term, with all Humanities subjects being taught
as part of the wider investigation. Students will also be given the opportunity to develop
independence and focus on areas that interest them within each investigation theme as
well as developing their communication and team work skills.

Opening Minds Investigations include:

Year | Autumnl Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

7 Coopers Belonging Dilemmas Trade Water, Water | Rights and
Chislehurst and Identity Everywhere Responsibiliti
Detectives - es

8 Days that | Brazil and | Global Issues | Incredible Crime  and | People and
Shook the | Australia Journeys Punishment Politics
World
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Physical Education

Physical Education at Coopers gives students the opportunity to experience a wide variety

of physical and challenging activities. They are educated about the importance of leading

an active | ifestyle, where it is hoped ®tude
pursue some form of physical activity when they leave Coopers

Students" experiences allow them to:

Develop and improve self-confidence and self discipline

Take pride in their own and others performances

Develop communication and leadership skills both in team games and when
officiating

Learn to take risks and challenge themselves

Develop and improve upon existing sporting skills

Understand more about health, fithess and social well-being

There is opportunity to be involved in college
teams and clubs, where students are actively
directed to local clubs and associations in order
to advance their sporting opportunities.

We encourage healthy competition through our
inter Community competitions that occur every
term, culminating in an inter Community Sports
Day in the Summer Term

Our College teams are entered into district,
county and national events. Team training occurs before and after College in order to
prepare our teams thoroughly for an extensive after college fixtures programme.

Our sporting teams include Football (boys & girls), Rugby, Netball, Basketball, Tennis,
Table Tennis, Athletics, Rounders and Cricket. We also have opportunities to enter a
multitude of non traditional team sport events such as Rowing, Archery, Gymnastics and
Trampolining.

Key Stage 3

Across Years 7 and 8 students have two 90 minute lesson per fortnight that will cover the
National Curriculum key processes through the activities of Gymnastics, Dance, Outdoor
Adventurous Activities (such as team building challenges and orienteering), Athletics and
Games (which can include Rugby, Netball, Football, Tennis, Cricket, Rounders and
Basketball).

Key Stage 4
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Students in years 9, 10 and 11 are able to follow differing pathways that allow them to
start to specialise in their more preferred sports. Opportunities exist for all the sports
experienced in Year 7 & 8 but can also include Badminton, Table Tennis, Softball,
Trampolining, Handball and Health Related Fitness in our fully equipped Fitness studio.
Students are expected to develop a more autonomous approach to their development in
P.E. Emphasis is placed far more on students developing leadership and independence.
Opportunities exist for students to follow the certificated Junior Sports Leader Award
(JSLA)

GCSE P.E. & BTEC Sport

At the end of Year 8 students have
the chance to choose P.E. at GCSE
level and to study BTEC National
Level 2 Diploma in Sport and
Exercise Science, which involves
additional lessons to support both
theoretical and practical
components in order to follow the
syllabus.

T oL R -
- 8 ANS (1)

Key Stage 5

P.E. is offered at advanced level where students follow a 2 year course that develops
st udent sdhe ok Sportw Pwy/chology, Sport Physiology and Societal Perspectives
on Sport. We also offer BTEC National Level 3 in Sport, providing students the opportunity
to follow a more vocational approach to a Sport related qualification. As with all BTEC
qualifications, assessment is completed through assignments and assessment tasks as
opposed to final examinations.

In 2009 a Coopers and Cray Wanderers Football Academy was established. This has
provided opportunity for any talented Footballers to continue their studies at Advanced or
BTEC level within the Sixth Form and also receive daily professional Football training with
our Academy Manager. The students then represent the Academy in the Conference
Youth League throughout the season.

There are also opportunities to continue developing leadership skills on the CSLA course
— Community Sports Leader Award and the HSLA (Higher Sports Leadership Award).
Students develop the skills so that they can go out into the College or wider community
and deliver Sporting activities. This enables students to develop non academic qualities
such as communication and organisational skills, leadership and self confidence.

on Sport. We also offer BTEC National Level 3 in Sport, providing students the opportunity
to follow a more vocational approach to a Sport related qualification. As with all BTEC
gualifications, assessment is completed through assignments and assessment tasks as
opposed to final examinations.
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Information Communication Technology

As a Technology College we believe it is vital
that all students become competent and
confident users of ICT.

The College has in excess of 1,000
computers on the network and whilst the
Coopers Learning and Information Centre
(CLIC) is the centre of the system, all
learning and teaching areas across the
College are connected to that network via
fibre optic links.

In Science and Technology, there are 105+
networked computers across three teaching
rooms. In the Old House there are two
rooms with 35+ networked computers and
also a room with 20 non-networked stations.
English, Mathematics, Music, Modern
Languages, Humanities and Art all have access to dedlcated suites of networked
computers or laptops.

There are interactive whiteboards in the majority of classrooms across the site and all
faculties have a wealth of interactive resources to interest, excite and bring learning to life
in the classroom.

Coopers Learning Gateway

Coopers is very proud of its online learning community called the Learning Gateway. All
students have a unique log-on allowing them to access learning resources and
assignments in and out of College for all subjects. The Learning Gateway provides greater
potential for immediate feedback on completed assignments and encourages students to
review their learning more regularly.

Individual sites within the Learning Gateway for all subjects enable students to collaborate
with their peers and teachers and facilitates more engaging and exciting ways to learn.

The Learning Gateway also gives direct access to parents by enabling them to access
t heir child*"s reports and gener al Col | e
involvement in College life.

Key Stage 3

All KS3 students follow a dedicated ICT curriculum led by ICT staff. Students complete
KS3 in years 7 and 8 and move onto their KS4 curriculum by year 9. A cross-curricular
approach to ICT is also adopted throughout Years 7-9. Since all schemes of work
embrace some aspect of ICT, teachers are encouraged to involve students in information
technology, relevant and appropriate to their own subject. The objective is the
presentation of a more realistic view of
dedicated IT/Computer Studies lessons. However, certain departments have additional
responsibilities to deliver aspects of National Curriculum ICT.
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Mathematics modelling using spreadsheets

Science data logging and measuring

Technology computer control, CAD and modelling using Logicator and
ProDesktop

Humanities information handling and basic research skills

English communication through word processing and/or desktop publishing

Careers the Data Protection and Computer Misuse Acts

In Years 7 and 8 students undertake three hours of ICT over two weeks from which a KS3
ICT grade is achieved by each Year 8 student. The curriculum is designed to prepare
students to start the GCSE or OCR courses which are being introduced throughout the
College in Years 9 to 11. Full details of the GCSE or OCR courses are discussed below
under Key Stage 4.

Key Stage 4

In Years 9 to 11 students study Edexcel GCSE
ICT or OCR Nationals Level 2 in ICT.

The GCSE ICT course has been designed to help

students become confident users of ICT by using

topics that are relevant to life and placing the
emphasis omt heoi ndhan just
ICT. The course is made up of 2 units one of

which is examined and a coursework unit which is
completed in a controlled environment.

ICT OCR Nationals Level 2, a course which has
been developed to prepare students for working in the real world where computers and
ICT are part of an everyday life.

The course offers students a chance to gain a qualification which can be worth the
equi val ent of 2 GC QEangesof tdsks that rhave beenadedigned to
recognise their achievements in a modern, practical way.

Key Stage 5

We offer two courses at KS5 the first of which is a direct follow on from the ICT OCR
National which students will have followed at KS4. This Level 3 course builds upon
students skills gained and looks in more depth at specific software including giving
students the chance to focus in a particular area of interest such as web design. The
course qualifies for UCAS points at either an A, C or E level.

The AQA GCE in ICT qualifies for UCAS points in preparation for moving onto a degree
course and similar related ICT subjects including Computer Science and Multimedia. The
course is designed to be highly motivating and to develop the knowledge and E-skills
students need to be competent and informed ICT users and practitioners. The students
have exclusive access to a section of The Learning and Information Centre and the Sixth
Form Centre. Students may study to either AS or A Level.
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Modern Foreign Languages

Our main objectives are to give our students a clear sense of purpose in learning a foreign
language and to make the course an enjoyable experience, while still offering an academic
challenge. Students are taught French in sets according to their ability; students in fast track
groups foll ewaéaued"layea &0 students can be offered the opportunity to
study Spanish. All students can choose to study Spanish on Thursdays as part of our
enrichment curriculum.

Key Stage 3 topics covered include personal information, family, hobbies, College life,
shopping, travel, work, house and home, arranging to go out, health, holidays and the local
environment. Topics covered are consolidated through end of unit projects when students
have the opportunity to work in groups using Information Technology, including the video
camera, in order to make a presentation. Students are also regularly assessed in the four
skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking.

Our approach to the teaching of modern languages embraces a wide range of teaching styles
aimed at motivating the interest of all students. Lessons frequently include games, quizzes,
songs and drama. Where it is appropriate, students are required to make a detailed study of
grammar and may be required to learn items by heart. Students are encouraged to
communicate in the target language as much as possible during the lesson.

' | The use of Information Technology is widespread
and students have access to language exercises
on web sites which parents are welcome to try! The
| faculty is fortunate to be equipped with a number of
interactive whiteboards as well as our own
language lab so that students have access to the
Internet and languages websites during lessons as
well as the possibility of making presentations
using packages such as PowerPoint.

All students follow courses that ultimately can lead to GCSE. Currently students may
continue their language studies in French in the Sixth form where AS and A2 courses are
offered. An AS certificate is equivalent to half an A2 Level, thus allowing students to cover a
wider selection of subjects in the Sixth Form.

The teachers in the Modern Languages Faculty
cultural awareness of French and Spanish speaking countries. This is achieved through
regular opportunities to research and complete projects and presentations on famous French

or Spanish people, places and customs. We also invite drama groups to perform in French

and we celebrate the European Day of Languages every year by organising various cultural
activities.

We see trips as a very valuabl e means of de
familiarity with the culture. Throughout their time at Coopers students may take part in day

trips in Years 7 and 8 and in a week long trip to France in Years 9-10. Key Stage 5
students can take part in a week long Work Experience to France. We strongly
recommend that students take part in such trips and encourage them to write to pen

friends. We have developed e-mail links with French students and are twinned with a

school in Calais; the French students visit us once a year and a group of Coopers
students in return visit the French collége.
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Personal Development

Personal Development is taught to all students in Years 7 to 13 in vertical tutor groups.
Personal Development lessons have been extended to incorporate many National

Curriculum strategies which support and underpin the wider College curriculum.

These lessons are delivered by Personal Development tutors and will cover the following:

9 Personal, Social, Health & Economic
Education

Citizenship
Work Related Learning

Information, Advice and Guidance

= = A -2

Social & Emotional
Learning (SEAL)

Aspects of

1 Learning to Learn and Study Skills

The overview for the Academic Year 2011-12:

Autumn Autumn Spring Spring Summer Summer
Term 1 Term 2 Term 1 Term 2 Term 1 Term 2
Target setting | Black History | Safety Global Sex and Study skills
Month Citizens relationships
Literacy Revision education Local citizens-
Anti bullying techniques Drugs crime
Careers education Healthy living-
Festivals and | Media and sports Moving on
Learning to celebrations current affairs | Literacy-
Learn creative Money
Progress Motivation writing matters-
Review budgeting

In addition, there are weekly literacy based activities (Words of the Week) and

opportunities for silent and peer-supported reading.

As Personal Development is delivered through the vertical tutoring system, this means
that all age groups will learn together. However, where necessary, year groups will be

separated to ensure materials are age appropriate.
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Gifted and Talented

Coopers takes very seriously its aim to both broaden and deepen the learning
experiences of its cohort of Gifted and Talented students.

The three Gifted and Talented Co-ordinators oversee different areas of the college to
ensure that students achieve their potential both within lessons and in extra-curricular
activities such as educational trips and The Duke of Edinburgh Award (DofE). The DofE
Bronze award is offered from year 10 onwards. Students have visited universities on
taster and challenge days, taken part in regional and national competitions and events
and have enjoyed additional coaching in debating and public speaking.

Gifted and talented students in year 9
and 10 have an ongoing college
environment project. The students
organise and run the project, aiming
to improve areas around the college
making them more environmentally
friendly. Other year groups take part
in fortnight challenges and various
competitions.

During our 2-we e kK v e r Shine M eeld,fin Jyne, our young people's talents are
showcased and celebrated during different special events throughout the fortnight.

We alsohave a mentoring
scheme for students targeted to
achieve multiple A* and A
grades. Staff enjoy regular
INSET training in which, for
example, specialists in the G&T
field highlight ways in which to
ensure higher level thinking
skills are incorporated into
lessons in order to maximise the
potential of our most able
students.
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Enrichment

Enrichment occurs across the College in a variety of forms. In September 2009 we
introduced a successful Enrichment Programme for Thursday afternoons, which has

continued and develop_ed over the past 2 years. On - N
111 \ =

Thursday, formal learning ends 1.40pm and students
have the opportunity to take part in a wide range of
extracurricular  activities. These activities are
compulsory for year 7 and 8 students, and selected by
a wide range of other students throughout the college.
The activities are either free or heavily subsidised and
are run by professional outside providers, senior
Coopers*” e t u dGeonotpse r &dch term
students are able to access a varied range of activities
which they would not necessarily experience in the
daily curriculum. Some of the current activities being offered this term include:-

Rock School, Architecture and graphic design, lllustration & Animation, Film making,
Wildlife club, Golf, College production, Computer Gaming, Trampoliing and many more.

The programme changes every term and is developed in partnership with college council.
Students are able to shape the options that are available each term, and even lobby sixth
form students to provide activities for them!

Faculties also provide extracurricular opportunities as part of our Whole College
enrichment programme. An extra-curricular parent booklet will be available early in each
term to inform you of all of the opportunities on offer throughout the week.

l There are many opportunities as a direct result
of our Specialist Technology College status.

Students can take part
*t Club and develop skills to help them become
the next Master Chef. Coopers students
compete annual in the Young Chef challenge
and in 2009 won the regional final.

- |

Throughout the rest of the College, Coopers
offers a diverse range of extracurricular
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activities to students in all years. The activities not only support student learning but also
offer exciting and unusual experiences for them.

The Creative Arts faculty run a number of theatre trips during the year and organise
regular productions within College, including drama, dance and musical performances. All
shows are open for all students to audition, and many roles and opportunities are offered
backstage and running the technical area. The College also has links with the Italia Conti
drama school that runs here on a Saturday morning.

In Music students can access a wide range of instrumental lessons as well as take part in

t he Co lJuniergaad Senior Choirs. Music Technology provides students with the
opportunity of creating, producing and composing their own music, and Thursday
afternoon Rock School allows students to test their own performing abilities. The Art
department regularly organises trips to galleries and museums and students can attend a

thriving Art and illustration club. Students also regularly compete in local competitions
organi sed by the Chislehurst Society, i ncl uc
Jones Award®".

In English students can attend clubs in debating and creative writing as well as use the
Media Studies facilities at KS4 and KS5. Travelling groups of authors and actors also
support the English Faculty throughout the year bringing books to life for students. In
Maths over 100 students in each year take part in the National Maths Challenge aiming to
achieve the Gold standard award. As you would expect our Maths team also support
students in developing other skills such as poker and chess.

Budding Scientists can join the Astronomy club, as well as joining Insectopaedia giving
them the opportunity to care for and learn about some weird and wonderful creatures.
There is a Science club during the Thursday enrichment programme where students can
consolidate their knowledge by getting hands on experience.

The college also has a long history in organising World Challenge expeditions, which offer
older students the opportunity to see far flung corners of the world, support local projects
and gain invaluable team building and leadership skills. Previous trips have gone to
Namibia, Morocco and last summer a group of sixth form students led by Miss Ward went
to China and Mongolia to help under privileged children.

The Humanities faculty also offer a range of trips [ = =8 |
and activities, ranging from the very local where ‘

students can get to know the environment
surrounding college to as far away as Russia and
China.

Our PE staff run many teams in each year group
in sports such as netball, football, rugby, athletics,
rounders, basketball, and tennis. Students have
the opportunity to represent the college locally
and nationally in these sports, and the Faculty
also organises Ski trips. This is in addition to the
host of extra-curricular clubs available through the week and on Thursday afternoons
where all students are welcome to come along to have some fun.
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Access 2 Learning (SEN)

A variety of measures are put in place to ensure that students with additional special
needs have the opportunity to achieve their full potential. Students have access to a broad
and balanced curriculum which staff differentiate within the classroom. In addition, the
College uses a variety of measures to support students, including:

T
T
T

E

Close monitoring and tracking

Pastoral Support Plans (PSP)

Individual and small group work to promote learning, social development and
interaction skills

Learning Inclusion Centre (LINC)

Mentoring

Effective use of Teaching Assistants

A modified curriculum

Positive involvement of outside agencies including Education Welfare, Psychology
Service, Connexions, Bromley Behaviour Support, Bromley Y and Social Services

We strive to meet the needs of individual students through effective partnerships with
parents and students within a positive and caring environment.

Respect, Responsibility, Co-operation, Honesty, Achievement and Fairness



Examination Subjects

. Key Stage 4 Key Stage 5
StlzfEe: Board | Specification Board Specification
Art & Design (Fine Art) Edexcel | 9FAO1
Art & Design (Unendorsed) AQA 4201 Edexcel | 9ADO1
Art (Graphic Comm) Edexcel | 9GCO01
Biology Edexcel | 2105 OCR HO021
Biology Human OCR H421
Business Studies OCR J253 OCR H430
, , Edexcel
Business Studies BTEC BT441
Chemistry Edexcel | 2107 Edexcel | 9CHO1
Citizenship AQA 2100
Drama Edexcel | 2DR01 Edexcel | 9DR0O1
DT (Electronic Products) Edexcel | 2EPO1
DT (Food) OCR J302
DT (Graphics) Edexcel | 2GR0O1 Edexcel | 9GRO1
DT (Resistant Materials) Edexcel | 2ZRMO1
DT (Systems & Control) AQA 2555
Economics Edexcel | 9ECO1
English Edexcel | 4700
English Language 4705
English Literature Edexcel | 4710 AQA 2745
French AQA 4658 AQA 2650
Geography AQA 4030 AQA 2030
Health & Social Care Edexcel | 2HSO2
History Edexcel | 2HBO1 Edexcel | 9H101
OCR OCR
ICT National | 6324/6325 National | 6502
ICT AQA 2520
Law OCR J485 OCR H534
Leisure Studies AQA 8640
Mathematics AQA 2MBO01 AQA 6360
Mathematics Further AQA 6370
. . Edexcel Edexcel
Media Studies BTEC K6776 BTEC BC032/BC034
Media Studies AQA 2570
Music Edexcel | 2MUO1 Edexcel | 9MUO1
Music Technology Edexcel | 9MTO1
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Philosophy AQA 2170
Physical Education AQA 4892 OCR H554

. . Edexcel Edexcel
Physical Education (Sport) BTEC T6763 BTEC BT573
Physics Edexcel | 2109 Edexcel | 9PHO1
Psychology AQA 2180
RE AQA 40552
Science Edexcel | 2101
Science Additional Edexcel | 2103
Sociology AQA 2190
Spanish AQA 4695

. Edexcel

Workskills BTEC AX113
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